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WT TKNELL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  01'  t he  MEDICAL  OFFICER  Of  HEALTH 

for  the  Year  192 I 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

<9 

in  compliance  with  an  instruction  from  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  embodied  in  Circular  269,  my  Annual  Report  to  you  for 
the  year  1921  must  contain  the  following  particulars,  in  the 
following  order. 

1.  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  (acres)  .  3,705. 

Population  (1921)  .  3,161. 


Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921)  .  773. 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921)  ..  789. 

Rateable  value  . * . . . £21,831. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  . £70. 

2.  EXTRACTS  Ilom  VITAL  STATISTICS  Of  the  YEAR. 


Total  Male  Female 

(Legitimate .  61  28  33  ) 

Births  (  )  Birth  Rate(R.G.)  17. 9 

(Illegitimate  ..1  1  0  ) 

Deaths  .  37  20  17  Death  Rate(R.G.  )  10.6 


Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  (from  sepsis. . Nil. 

consequence  of,  childbirth  ....  (from  other  causes  .  Nil. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  births 

Legitimate  ...  2.  Illegitimate  ..  Nil.  Total  ..  2 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  . Nil. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  cough  (all  ages)  . Nil. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  . . Nil. 

Specify  any  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  during  the  year 

which  has  received  or  required  comment  . . Nil. 
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3  .  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE**  during  the  YEAR. 


Total  Oases  Total 

Cases  admitted  to  Deaths 

Notified.  Hospital. 

Diphtheria  . . . . . . . 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

Enteric  Fever ( including  Paratyphoid )  2  1 


Puerperal  Fever  . 

— 

— 

pneumonia  . 

— 

Other  diseases  generally  notifiable 

— 

— 

— 

Other  diseases  notifiable  locally  . 
Tuberculosis 

( 

M  . 

2 

— 

3 

( a  )  Pulmonary  ( 

F . 

2 

— 

1 

( 

Total  . 

u. 

).i 

( b )  Non- Pulmonary  ( 

M . , . 

2 

— 

— 

( 

v  . . . . . 

I 

— 

1 

( 

Total  . 

3 

— 

1 

Age 

Groups . 

2- 

-3 

10- 

•13 

13- 

20  20 

-33 

35- 

•14-5 

45- 

-65 

65 

Tuberculosis 

C 

D 

C 

D 

C 

D  C 

D 

c 

D 

c 

D 

& 

Over 

c 

D 

(M 

2 

2 

1 

Pulmonary 

1. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

~  1 

— 

l 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(M 

— 

— 

1 

~  - 

1 

_  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Non-Pulmonary( 

(  E 

1 

1 

C  =  cases.  D  =  Deaths. 


Cases  notified.  Treated  in  Hospital. 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  Nil.  Nil. 

(1)  The  ratio  of  non-notifled  tuberculous  deaths  to  total 

tuberculosis  deaths  .  0 

5 

(2)  As  to  the  efficiency  of  notification  of  tuberculosis  in 

the  district  .  Up  to  date  all  cases  of  tuberculosis 

have  been  notified  and  it  was  not  necessary  to  talce  any 
action  in  the  matter. 

lu  CAUSES  Of  SICKNESS. 

Specify  any  causes  of  sieicness  and  invalidity  which  have  been 
specially  noteworthy  in  the  district  during  the  year. 

The  chief  causes  of  siclcness  and  invalidity  specially 
noteworthy  in  the  district  during  the  year .were 
During  the  first  quarter  ...  Influenza. 

During  the  second  quarter  ...  influenza,  ChicEenpox, 

Whhoping  cough. 

During  the  third  quarter  ... 

During  the  fourth  quarter  ..  influenza,  Bronchitis. 

school  closure  was  adopted  for  Whooping  Cough  once,  Chicicen- 
pox  once. 
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3*  SUMMARY  (  for  reference)  of  KURSIUG  ARRAif  Gemeuts  ,  hospitals  and 
otner  INSTITUTIONS  available  for  the  DISTRICT . 

Professional  Pursing  In  the  Home:- 
(  a )  General  nursing. 

District  nurse  and.  district  midwife. 

( b  )  Dor  infectious  Diseases* 

professional  nurse  secured  when -required  for  infectious 
Diseases  Hospital* 

(a)  provided  by  the  Local  nursing  Association. 

(b)  Provided  by  tne  Local  sanitary  Authority. 

Midwives . 

The  Local  Health  Authority  does  not  employ  or  subsidise 
practising  midwives  in  the  district.  The  number  of  midwives 
actually  practising  in  the  district  is  four. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

There  is  a  Child  Welfare  Centre  called  "The  Babies1 
Welcome 11 ,  in  school  Lane,  Brinscall,  where  the  accommodation 
'  includes  one  large  room  for  assembling  and  addresses,  and  one 
smaller  room  for  consultation,  examination  and  treatment, 

Both  these  are  lighted  and  heated  -  the  whole  is  provided  for 
oy  Mrs.  Herbert  parxe,  of  Withnell  Bold,  in  the  Withnell  Urban 
District . 

Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
County  Council" 

Por  smallpox* 

A  retaining  fee  is  paid  by  the  Local  Health  Authority  for 
one  bed  in  the  Pinnington  Smallpox  Hospital,  the  property  of 
the  Blacxburn  Rural  District  Council. 

Por  other  Infectious  Diseases* 

There  is  the  Withnell  Urban  District  Council's  own 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

There  is  no  institutional  provision  for  unmarried  mothers, 
illegitimate  infants  or  homeless  children,  in  the  district. 

(3) 
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AmbUlanc e  Facilities :  - 


(a)  For  infectious  oases*  •  The  local  Health  Authority  is 
responsible  for  the  hire  or  a  motor  ambulance. 

(b)  For  nori-infectlous  and  accident  cases*  No  facilities . 

LABORATORY  WORK. 

Bacteriological  Examinations* 

Number  of  specimens  examined 


Blood  . 3» 

Bacteriological  Examinations  and  Chemical  Analyses. 
Water  .  2. 


A  supply  of  Diphtheria  Anti -toxin  and  Influenza  Vaccine  is 
kept  by  the  local  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

List  of  Adoptive  Acts,  Bye-laws  and  local  regulations,  in 
force  in  the  district,  with  date  of  adoption. 

The  infectious  Diseases  (prevention)  Act  1890. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act  1390. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act  1907, 

7*  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

The  sewerage  is  largely  on  the  conservancy  system  -  there 
are  eight  privy  middens  with  twelve  closets  attahhed  to  these 
middens  -  there  are  514.8  pail  closets,  161  fresh  water  closets 
and  50  waste  water  closets. 

During  the  year  1921  four  privy  closets  were  converted  to 
fresh  water  closets  and  21  converted  to  pails.  The  kind  of 
closet  accommodation  being  provided  for  new  property  is,  in 
almost  all  cases,  fresh  water  closets. 

One  of  the  chief  sanitary  requirements  of  the  district  is 
the  complete  conversion  from  the  conservancy  to  the  fresh 
water  system  of  sew’age. 

The  Local  Health  Authority  does  not  contribute  towards 
the  cost  of  conversion. 
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Work  ox'  Sanitary  inspectors  under  Article  XX  of  the  Sanitary 


officers  ( outside  London)  Order,  1910* 

73  inspections  of  places  where  food  is  prepared  were  made 
during  the  year.  These  places  were  all  found  to  he  in  a 
satisfactory  condition  and  it  was  not  necessary  to  take  any 

action  in  respect  of  places  where  food  is  prepared. 

# 

During  the  year  there  was  no  animal  slaughtered  in  the 
district , 

66  inspections  were  made  of  the  dairies  ,  cowsheds  and 
milkshops  in  the  district  and  it  was  not  necessary,  during  the 
year,  to  take  action  as  to  the  condition  of  any  of  them. 

During  the  year  one  hamper  containing  three  dozen  rabbits 
intended  for  sale,  was  condemned  and  removed.  There  was  no 
action  under  the  Drugs  Act  or  the  Milk  and  Cream  Regulations. 

6.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  s.  Walker  Maclean. 

salary  (Including  bonus)  31/12/21  . .  £33.6.8. 

The  M.O.H.  is  a  part  time  officer. 


Sanitary  Inspector  .  Alexander  penned. 

salary  (including  bonus)  31/12/21  .  B70. 

The  sanitary  Inspector  is  not  a  whole  time  officer  as 
such,  but  holds  the  appointments  of  surveyor.  Water  and 
Sewage  Engineer  and  Baths  Manager. 


9.  HOUSING. 


1.  UNPIT  DWELLING  HOUSES. 


inspection. 

( 1 )  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 

Housing  Acts)  . . . .  m2. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  ( inspection  of 
District)  Regulations  1910  . . .  17, 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 

unfit  for  human  habitation  .  Nil. 

(M)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
rei'erred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  . . . 
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2.  REMEDY  of  DEFECTS  without  SERVICE  Of  FORMAL  NOTICES. 


dumber  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 

Authority  or  their  Officers  .  ij. 

3.  ACTION  under  STATUTORY  POWERS. 

A. -Proceedings  under  section  23  of  the  Housing,  Town 
planning  &c .  Act  1919* 


(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
f  i  t :  - 

(a)  by  owners  .  Nil 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  .  Nil 

( 3  )  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of 
declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  .  Nil 

B .-Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses *in  which  defects  were 
remedied 

(  a  )  by  owners  . 1 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ..  Nil 


C .-Proceedings  under  sections  17  and  IS  of  the  Housing, 
Town  planning  &c .  Act,  1909. 


(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to 

the  making  of  Closing  orders  .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  . .  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling 

houses  having  been  rendered  fit  .  Nil 

(l)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  . .  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  .  Nil 


During  the  year  special  inspections  were  made  and  special 
reports  presented  on  the  sanitary  accommodation  at  one  of  the 
Schools  in  the  district.-  these  are  appended  herewith. 

The  defects  reported  on  have  since  been  remedied  to  the 
satisfaction  of  your  responsible  officers. 

The  Industry  of  pig  Keeping.  some  of  these  have  been 
remedied  after  Informal  Notice. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


(6) 


S.  WALKER  MACLEAN. 
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October  13th,  1921. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

St.  Paul's  c.E»  School,  Withnell. 

I  have  re-inspected  the  sanitary  accommodation,  urinal 
accommodation,  surface  and  other  drainage  at  the  above  school 
and  found  these  in  the  same  condition,  or  worse,  than  on  the 
occasion  of  my  last  inspection  on  December  9th,  1920.  See 
page  33  of  my  Annual  Report,  in  which  I  state  the  condition  of 
the  sanitary  conveniences. 

After  making  this  report  I  communicated  with  the  Manage¬ 
ment  Committee  of  the  School,  through  their  representative, 
and  with  him  and  a  contractor,  selected  by  him,  I  revisited 
the  school. 

My  scheme  to  remedy  all  the  faults  outside  the  school 
building  was  gone  into  and  accepted  by  the  Committee's  repre¬ 
sentative.  The  contractor  was  instructed  to  make  out  an 
estimate  and  submit  a  plan  of  the  necessary  alterations. 

This  plan  was  shortly  presented  and  I  understood  that  it  had  to 
be  approved  by  the  public  Health  Department,  Preston.  This 
department,  in  a  letter  dated  September  15th,  1921  reported 
on  the  conditions  of  ‘the  school  and  submitted  "a  brief  speci¬ 
fication  of  remedial  works  urgently  required  to  abate  existing 
nuisances1' . 

When  I  dealt  with  the  matter  nine  months  previously 
I  understood  that  the  scheme  suggested  by  myself,  plans  for 
which  were  prepared  by  the  Contractor,  would  be  submitted  to 
your  Council  without  delay. 

The  responsibility  of  the  Management  Committee  to  obtain 
the  approval  of  the  public  Healtn  Dept.,  Preston,  of  the 
remedies  specified  in  my  plan  was  undertaken  by  the  represent¬ 
ative  of  the  Committee,  and  both  together  submitted  to  you  for 
consideration.  This  of  course  involved  delav. 

1/ 

Unfortunately,  probably  owing  to  the  high  cost  of,  and 
the  scarcity  of  labour  and  materials  in  the  building  trade  at 
the  date  of  the  first  report  of  the  Public  Health  Dept., 
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Preston,  there  were  no  recommendations  included  In  that 
report,  and  the  second  Inspection  with  the  specification  of 
worics  to  abate  the  nuisance  followed  upon'  my  report  of 
December  1920. 

Conclusion. 

I  understood  that  the  plans  drawn  up  in  accordance  with 
my  scheme  has  some  time  ago  been  submitted  to,  and  approved  by 
your  council,  and  arising  from  that  the  necessary  steps  taken 
to  acquaint  the  public  Health  Dept.,  Preston,  with  the  matter 
so  that  the  work  might  be  undertaken  at  once. 

I  am. 

Your  obedient  servant , 

S.  WALKER  MAC LEAH . 
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